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Terminology

GOVERNANCE OF ORISSA IN ORIYA LANGUAGE

Suggestion for amendment in Orissa Official Language Act, 1954,

advanced by Subhas Chandra Pattanayak, Representative, Odia

Bhasa Sangram Samiti

It is suggested that following sections should be added to Orissa Official Language
Act 1954 by amendment.

Addition of new Section

Section — 4 (1) The nomenclature of the Orissa Official Language Act. 1954 will be
The Odisha Public Language Act 1954.

(2) The State Government may make rules for carrying out all or any of the purpose
of this Act or for due enforcement of any or all provisions of this Act or for enlarging
the scope or purpose of this Act or for providing punishment for the viclence of any

provision of this Act.

Section — 5 : The words Orissa and Oriya, wherever used in this Act, shall be spelled,
read and pronounced as Odisha and Odia respectively.
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The Odisha Official (Public) Language Rules, 2015

S.R.0. No—

Date:

In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 4 of the Odisha Official (Public)
Language Act, 1954 (Odisha Act 14 of 1954), the State Government hereby make
the following Rules, Namely:

L.

(i) These Rules may be called the Odisha Official (Public) Language Rules, 2015.

(ii) They shall come into force at once.

Odia shall be used as the language for all Official and Public Purposes of the
State of Odisha including its legislative, executive and judiciary wings and all
corporate and private institutions situated in the State of Odisha.

Provided that persons in such wings and institutions not being permanent
residents of Odisha, may communicate in English with an Odia rendering of it,
a translator in case of oral and written

through an interpreter or

communication respectively.

All public servants of the State or working in the State shall deliver their
speeches in Public meetings and gathering held in Odisha in Odia.

Provided that such a person, if not a permanent resident of Odisha, may use an
interpreter or translator to convert his speech into odia.

All signboards, hoardings, advertisements, posters, pamphlets and name plates
in Odisha meant for public reading, public knowledge or public information
shall be only in Odia, or in any other language along with Odia.

All deeds intended to be registered under the Indian Registration Act and
presented for registration in Odisha shall be in Odia, or in any other language
with an Odia rendering of it, failing which, the registering authority shall not
register the deed

The State Government shall publish in official gazette, notifications required
under section 2 sub-section (2) and section 3, within two months from the date
of coming into force of these Rules.

All evidence shall be recorded and all orders and judgments shall be passed by

Courts, Tribunals, Executive quasi-Judicial authorities and

disciplinary authorities in Odisha shall be in Odia, or in English with an Odia
rendering thergof, unless and express intention to the contrary appears in any

Magistrates,

Law or Rule passed or made by the competent authority in these matters.
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8. The State Government shall establish in the State of Odisha an Odia Language
Odia University University and an Odia Academy for the development of Qdia Literature and
and Odia Academy Language, within 2 years from the date of coming in to force of these Rules.

A 9. For the violation of any of the provisions of the Act or these Rules, and
Responsibility

individual in case of violation by himself or herself, the head of the institution in

case of violation by the institution, the chief executive of a company, firm or
corporation in case of violation by it, and the head of the department of the
State Government in case of violation by the department, shall be responsible
and punished.

10. For the violation of any provision of the Act or these Rules, the person
responsible for it in his personal capacity shall be punished with a fine of
Rs.2,000/- and a person respansible in his official capacity shall be punished
with a fine of Rs.10,000/-.

Punishment

Provided that for each subsequent violation, the amount of fine shall be double
of that for the first violation.

11. (i) There shall be a Committee consisting of three members to be constituted
by the Chief Secretary of Odisha, of which, the Principal Secretary in charge
of the Department of Culture shall be the ex-office Chairman, a Judicial

Administration,
responsibility
fixation and Officer of the State not below the rank of an Assistant Sessions Judge and an

penalty

eminent linguist with distinct experience in administration in matters

concerning Odia Language, or an eminent teacher in Odia not below the

rank of a Professor of any University of Odisha shall be the members. The
Committee shall be named as the Language Committee, Odisha.

(ii) The Committee shall, on the complaint of any person or institution, or SUO
Motu, take up matters of violation of the provisions of the Act or these Rules
for adjudication and decide the same by a majority of opinion, keeping in
view the principles of natural justice.

(iii) The Committee shall decide its own procedure.

{iv) On the finding of violation of the provisions of the Act and these Rules, the
Committee shall, by order, levy fine on the person responsible and direct the
fine to be deposited into the Language Fund to be constituted by the
Department of Culture.

(v) The Language Fund shall be constituted by & initial grant of Rs.1 Crore by the
Department of Culture and shall increase by subsequent grants by the same
Departments and by the fines collected. The fund shall be utilized for the
purpose of the Odia University and the Odia Academy referred to in Rule 8
above.

(vi) The sitting of the Language Committee shall be held in the Department of
Culture in the Odisha Secretariat. The Committee shall sit at least once in a
month.

(vii)Any person aggrieved by the decision of the Language Committee may
within one manth of such decision, prefer an appeal to the Session Judge,
Khordha at Bhubaneswar. The judgment in appeal shall be final.

{viii) The proceedings before the Language Committee and the Sessions Judge
shall be disposed of, as far as practicable, within 6 months and 3 months
respectively.

(ix) The Department of Culture shall bear all expenses of and on the Language
Committee and may decide and grant sitting allowances to the members of
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